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What’s on at your BCS
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For the latest information and to book, visit us at www.herts.bcs.org/events }gﬂ'}‘“

.  Ada Lovelace Day
7.30pm

Octobe

Big Data & Data

Analytics
7.30pm

November

What would life be
like in 20457 A Not-So-
Rosy View of the

Future!
7.30pm

December

Does the Cloud have a
green lining?
8.00pm

January

Get Involved

DCS

Special Event with Biometrics & Security talk, Dr. Carol Buttle,

Director BBS IT Associates
Tuesday, 14th October, University of Hertfordshire

Ada Lovelace, the daughter of Lord Byron and collaborator of Charles Babbage, was
a computing pioneer and is considered by many to be the first programmer. To
celebrate her life and achievements, BCS Hertfordshire Branch is holding its first
Ada Lovelace Commemorative Lecture. The evening will start with a description of
the life and achievements of Ada Lovelace. It will be followed by a talk given by
Dr. Carol Buttle, titled Biometrics and Security. Carol is an eminent member of the
IT profession and is an expert on the technology and development of biometric
measurement and recognition systems. Her talk will describe the technology of
biometrics, its future direction and how its use will become widespread; affecting
the general public. She will then go on to discuss the security issues that need be
resolved if the roll out of this technology is to be successful.

Peter Alsop, Principal Pre-Sales Consultant, Oracle
Thursday, 13th November, University of Hertfordshire

Big Data - it's a hot topic. But what is it really about? What's the value? We make
decisions based on information. Information is data that reduces uncertainty. Most
of our information has been about things which are certain: costs, prices, names,
addresses etc. Now we want to make predictions about an uncertain future, but
how do we do this? In this talk Peter will start from the value of statistics and then
show how Big Data helps us achieve better results. He will then talk about the
technology of Big Data and products on the market.

Peter is Principal Pre-Sales Consultant at Oracle working with Financial Services
and Public Sector customers. Prior to this he worked at Sun Microsystems in a
number of pre-sales and services roles and at Xerox where he worked in general IT
management and as a software developer on copier user interface and real-time
control.

Dr. Mick Walters, University of Hertfordshire
Tuesday, 9th December, University of Hertfordshire

Future predictions of the impact on our lives of new technologies are often very
optimistic: a wonderful world of plenty, robot servants and increased leisure for
everyone to enjoy! While it is entirely possible that these optimistic predictions
may eventually come to pass, the nearest comparable events in human history are
the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions. The history of these previous
revolutions in production indicates that many, if not a majority, of the population
will be excluded from enjoying these benefits as they will simply not have the
income to afford them. The immediate effects of both of these revolutions were
anything but benign, and caused much suffering to the general population.
Therefore, why should the current Digital revolution be any different?

Mark Laird, Sopra Steria Group Technical Architect and Lead

Green Ambassador
Thursday, 22nd January, Sopra Steria

In this presentation, Mark Laird will discuss the concept of how moving to the
Cloud can help organisations become greener. He will provide an overview of Cloud
computing, the ideas that differentiate Cloud from Virtualisation, and why the
Cloud should be Green. Mark will cover some of the security challenges around the
Cloud and will move on to cover ideas that will allow us to make the Cloud
greener, and even more cost effective. He will wrap up with some changes to
design and thinking that may need to happen to drive the next generation of Cloud
usage.

Interested in getting involved with BCS Herts or in donating time ; f You Visit us on-line at
to support volunteer led IT projects in Hertfordshire? y www.herts.bcs.org
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Future Spooks: Secret Richard J Aldrich, Professor of International Security, University

Intelligence in 2030
7.30pm

Kit Computer: Talk,

Build and Program
7.30pm

The Origin of British

Computers
8.00pm

Hacking the Internet
of Things (loT)
8.00pm

Tring Brewery
7.00pm

Mill Green Museum
7.00pm

of Warwick
Tuesday, 10th February, University of Hertfordshire

This talk considers the impact of changes in ICT upon the world of secret
intelligence. Since the events of 9/11, intelligence services have resolved to spend
less time looking at states and their armed forces and more time looking at people
and non-state actors. But governments are divided about how this might be done.
Some favour more emphasis on old-style human espionage. Others favour collecting
routine digital data, what the CIA call the “electronic exhaust fumes of our lives”,
in the hope that this will allow them to resolve crimes perpetrated in the past and,
eventually, in the future.

Stephan Barnard, Product development specialist, Noble Touch
Limited
Tuesday, 10th March, University of Hertfordshire

Attendees will be given (to keep) a kit computer which they can build during the
talk. Following on from last year’s successful talk we are repeating this event with
a greater focus on how to program the kit. The kit contains electronic components
such as light and temperature sensors, switches, LEDs, a prototyping breadboard as
well as a micro-controller. The included micro-controller is used by professionals
and serious amateurs for a vast range of projects such as robotics, autonomous
vehicles, data logging, automation, music and art projects.

Alan Wray
Thursday, 16th April, Sopra Steria

Britain holds a rich heritage in computer innovation and design, one that is easy to
overlook in light of the dominant industry brands of the late 20th and early 21st
centuries. In this presentation, Alan will reflect on the origin and development of
computers until the 1960s. In particular he will focus on Britain’s early
achievements in computer design with reflections on both the technologies and the
key people who made Britain a world leader in the field.

Alan will offer insights from his experience as well as anecdotes on working with
some of the key people and systems during the earlier part of his 39 year career
with BTM, ICT, ICL and finally Fujitsu - with whom he had hands-on experience of
Britain’s role in the early days of the industry both nationally and internationally.

Geraint Williams, Senior Consultant & Trainer
Thursday, 14th May, Sopra Steria

The loT is a paradigm of how devices are now interconnected by various media to
each other locally and across the Internet, allowing them to exchange information
or to interact with us. You can control the heating in your home from a smartphone
or monitor the hundreds of buoys free floating in ocean currents. loT has great
potential for aiding both us and malicious activities. This talk discusses the IoT and
its potentials, followed by discussions and demonstrations of how the IoT can be
hacked to reveal details of our interactions or take control of the environment
around us.

BCS Hertfordshire Visit
Wednesday, 17th June, Dunsley Farm, London Road, Tring, HP23 6HA

Visit to Hertfordshire’s award winning Tring Brewery. Tring Brewery tours have
gained a well-earned reputation for being informative but very relaxed with supper
and the tasting a pint of the award winning ale. Please arrive at the brewery for
7pm. Free to members and £18.50 for non-members.

BCS Hertfordshire Visit & AGM
Tuesday, 15th September, Bush Hall Lane, Mill Green, Hatfield, AL9 5PD

The Mill Green Museum and Mill is a working eighteenth century water mill, which
apart from the mill contains three exhibition galleries showing a collection of art
and local history. The mill is representative of the dawn of engineering with gear
wheels made of wood and shafts rough-hewn from tree trunks! It is sited on the
River Lea just north of the A414 Hertford Road and to the east of the A1000.

We shall be holding our AGM there starting promptly at 7pm, after which the miller
will show us around the mill. Free to members and £5.00 for non-members.
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BCS Hertfordshire Committee g Figls
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The committee of the BCS Hertfordshire branch is made up from a diverse range of volunteers with experience }2?‘.’{“
in the IT and Communications sectors. The committee represents the interests of BCS members located in
Hertfordshire as well as parts of Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire.

If you have any feedback, comments or would like to get involved with the committee, please contact us using
the information below or make yourself known to any of the BCS committee members at one of our events.

Siva Niranjan
FBCS CITP
Day and Home:

Chairman

01442 884819

email: herts_chair@bcs.org.uk
Mike Pickup Secretary
MBCS

Day: 07854 799130

email: herts_sec@bcs.org.uk
Peter Klein Treasurer
MBCS CITP

email: herts_treas@bcs.org.uk

Andrew Bull

MBCS CITP
Day and Home:
email:
Jeremy Withrington
MBCS

Day and Home:

Membership Sec.
07799 851621
herts_memsec@bcs.org.uk
Webmaster

01727 867395

email: herts_web@bcs.org.uk
Tamara Deakin YPG Representative
Student Member

email: tamara.deakin@bcs.org.uk

. You Join us on-line at
w mg www.herts.bcs.org
i/ 4

How to Book

Malcolm Appleford
MBCS CITP badoutcrop@yahoo.co.uk

Stephan Barnard

FBCS stephan@barnard.biz
Clark Campbell
MBCS clark@cardinalnewmanschool.net

David Hubbard

MBCS CITP dhubbard@hecate1.demon.co.uk

Simon Murray

MBCS simon@simonmurray.net
Bob Thurlby

FBCS CITP bob@thurlby.me.uk
Chris Tilley

MBCS chris.tilley@bcs.org.uk

Feedback: If you have any feedback, questions,
suggestions, ideas or comments; or you would like
to get involved with BCS Herts, please contact any
committee member or visit:

www.herts.bcs.org

With thanks to

- . Universityof
sopra i steria Hertfordshire ' H

To register your place at any of our events please visit www.herts.bcs.org/. All events are free to both members and
non-members unless otherwise stated.

If you require any further information, would like to discuss facilities or special requirements or require transport
assistance while visiting a BCS Hertfordshire event please contact herts_sec@bcs.org.uk with your query.

Venues

Sopra Steria

Address:  Sopra Steria, Three Cherry Trees Lane, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7AH
By Road: Near M1 Junction 8, M25 Junction 21 | By Rail: Hemel Hempstead via Euston

University of Hertfordshire

Address: Lindop Building, University of Hertfordshire, College Lane, Hatfield, AL10 9AB
By Road: Near A1(M) Junction 4 | By Rail: Hatfield station via Kings Cross

How to get there: www.herts.bcs.org/findus/

Note: All meetings qualify as Continuing Professional Development. Any product, venue, activity or opinion expressed at a BCS
Hertfordshire event does not imply any support, endorsement, or promotion of such products or views by the BCS.

V2014.16


http://www.herts.bcs.org/social

