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The Committee takes pleasure in presenting this report on the Branch’s activities. 

At the last AGM, Dr Stephen Browne stepped down as the Chairman of the branch after 4 years 
of sterling service in the position. The new Committee (with three newcomers) delivered the 
2011-12 programme of events and focused on increasing attendances for branch events (the 
average attendance in 2010-11 was 25). 

We kicked off the season in October with the interesting title “Bedroom Developers ride again!” 
with Stephen Wilson and David Fletcher, two specialists from University of Bedfordshire walking 
us through the history of the bedroom coders of yesteryear to the current explosion of games for 
the smart phone arena. 

The importance of Bio-diversity in the support of a sustainable world for all has been in focus 
recently. We had Jonathan Matthews and Jen Rodvold, two of Steria’s Sustainability 
Consultants present and discuss at our November event “Life, the Ultimate System: How IT can 
protect Bio-diversity”. Towards the end of the event, the Committee presented Dr Stephen 
Browne with a long service award (1996-2011) in the form of a fuel gauge as fitted to the 
Vickers Wellington aircraft. 

The University of Hertfordshire has been providing us with speakers over the years, and in 
January, Hajrë Hyseni, Senior Lecturer at the Business School presented “The Groundswell – 
Digital Keeps Changing” describing the power of the continuous new developments of web and 
mobile platforms and how they change the way we interact with friends and the wider 
community. 

Our planned February presentation had to be changed at short notice as the speaker was 
working away in Australia. Our Committee Member Geraint Williams, Infosec Trainer and 
Consultant in IT Governance stepped in to deliver “Exploit, Trojan, and Rootkit: a Practical 
Demonstration” giving insights into how attackers take control of systems, and cover their tracks 
from the users of the systems. Geraint went on to cover some basic precautions that will help 
users protect their computer from being attacked in the first place. 

Gartner predict that the provision of cloud services will show significant growth over the next 
three years as enterprises accept the principles of pay per use. Our March event focused on the 
topic, “Cloud Services – can they really change the face of Enterprise IT or is it hype and 
re-packaging?". Richard Branson, Consultant from Steria debated whether it is really a new 
technology or just traditional technology with a new commercial veneer and went on to discuss 
the challenges this creates for providers and consumers. 

In April, Geraint Williams spoke on the subject “Hollywood Forensics”. He gave us an insight 
into how computer forensics is really done and demonstrated with video clips, some of the 
ludicrous feats of deduction made by the stars in Hollywood films, raising unrealistic 
expectations in many people that computer forensics is fast-paced, glamorous work. 

In May, Nigel Sedgwick from Cambridge Algorithmica explained to us the intricacies of 
“Dynamic Feature Fusion Trees”, a new simple and flexible approach to statistical pattern 
matching, which plays an increasingly important part of new developments in activities such as 
speech recognition and biometric identification. 

Our first visit for the year was on a glorious sunny afternoon in June when we had a guided tour 
of Bletchley Park, the historic site of secret British code breaking activities during the Second 
World War and the birthplace of the modern computer. We saw how the Bombes and Colossus, 
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the first programmable computer, were used to decode messages sent on Enigma and Lorenz 
machines, and helped to reduce the time to decode German intercepts from several weeks to a 
few hours. 

Average attendance for the year, excluding tonight, was 29 (2007-11: 31, 29, 33, 24, 25). Whilst 
it is a slight increase over the previous two years, the Committee are keen to increase 
attendances significantly and are looking for ways to increase the appeal of our events with 
better marketing. To this end, the Committee has discussed and agreed with the University of 
Hertfordshire (UH) and plan to hold five of the 2012-13 Programme of Events at the Lindop 
Building on their College Lane campus. We have also set up the branch on LinkedIn and Twitter 
to provide up to date information to our members (1600+). 

One possible factor that might improve attendance is the time at which we start events. For 
many years our events have started at 8:00pm. In our discussions with UH, we learnt that their 
evening events normally start at 7:00pm. For the events we have planned this year at UH, we 
have compromised by starting them at 7:30pm. This is, however, a topic on which we would 
welcome feedback from the membership. 

We wish to record our gratitude to the speakers for their enthusiasm, to Steria for their 
continuing sponsorship of meetings, to Mike Barwise for the considerable effort that he puts into 
preparing the recordings for the podcasts, to HQ for support and advice and to our colleagues 
on the committee, without whom all this would not happen. If anyone present would like to join 
the committee we would ask them to volunteer at the appropriate point in the AGM proceedings. 

 

 


