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Annual General Meeting 2012: Wednesday 12th September 2012 

 

Venue: Frogmore Mill, Fourdrinier Way, off Durrants Hill Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP3 9RY 

Meeting opened at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present 

Committee: 11 

Siva Niranjan (Chairman), Sarah Jacklin (Secretary), David Clarkson (Treasurer), Jeremy Withrington, 

Michael Barwise, Bob Thurlby, Andrew Bull, Shuchi Tomar, Peter Klein, Sarith Chandra and Sarah Davies 

Members (excluding the Committee): 20 

 

Apologies: Malcolm Appleford, Geraint Williams, David Smith 

 

 

No Item 

1 Minutes of the last AGM (14
th

 September 2011) 

Agreed, proposed by Malcolm Rogers and seconded by Jeremy Withrington. 

 

2 Committee Report 

The Chairman, Siva Niranjan introduced the report, copies of which had been distributed to the 

attendees, on behalf of the Committee.  

The key points highlighted by Siva Niranjan were: 

a) Membership at 1,579 (1573 at AGM 2011). BCS as a whole has 75,000 members and is 

one of the fastest growing professional bodies in the UK. 

b) 9 Branch meetings/events were held this year.  

c) Average attendance 29 (excluding this event). Slightly up on last year’s average of 25 but 

still not up to the levels of 5 years ago.  

d) The branch now has it own LinkedIn and Twitter accounts. 

e) Invited members to join the Committee. 

f) Expressed his sincere thanks to Daivd Clarkson who is stepping down as treasurer. 

g) Expressed his sincere thanks to Michael Barwise who is leaving the committee.  

h) Expressed our thanks to Steria for the use of their location and refreshments. 

i) Next year we are using two venues, the University of Hertfordshire and Steria. 

 

3 Treasurer’s Report 

The Report was summarised by Treasurer David Clarkson. On a budget allocation of £864 we have 
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an underspend of £79.21. We are still awaiting news from HQ on a decision regarding the 2012 – 

2013 budget.  

4 Membership Secretary’s report 

Branch Membership currently stands at 1579 which can be broken down to the following grades: 
 
AFFILIATE 43 
ASSOCIATE 117 
CHARTERED FELLOW 72 
CHARTERED MEMBER 466 
COMPANION 2 
FELLOW 19 
HONORARY 1 
MEMBER 701 
NEW CHARTERED FELLOW 1 
NEW CHARTERED MEMBER 18 
STUDENT 50 
STUDENT FULL COURSE 27 
STUDENT FULL COURSE WEB 62 
Grand Total 1579 
 

A question was raised as to what some of the grades were. This question was followed up on after 

the AGM and the following explanation was provided by HQ. 

 

Information on the current grades can be found at http://www.bcs.org/category/5782. The “new” grades 

are the 2009 equivalent of the previous grade of the same name. 

 

Companion 

This grade is no longer available, but the requirements were similar to Professional membership. 

The applicant for Companion would typically have had a minimum of five years’ experience in their 

own profession. 

Honorary Fellows 

An individual shall be eligible to become an Honorary Fellow if the Trustee Board passes a 

resolution by vote of at least three quarters of those Trustees present.  There is no overall limit to 

the number of Honorary Fellows although it is not expected that there will be more than 2 Honorary 

Fellows elected in any one year.  There is no requirement for the nominee to be an existing member 

of the Institute, nor do they have to satisfy the criteria for any other grade of membership.  

Nominees considered appropriate will come from any area of activity or work which the BCS has 

influence or interest.  At any time, both the stature of the individual nominated and their contribution 

to the objects of BCS should be equivalent to the standards set by previous recipients. 

No annual subscription fee shall is required from either Distinguished or Honorary Fellows. 

Student 

Currently studying for an IT related degree or the BCS Higher Education Qualifications, this is an 

annual membership. 

Student Full Course 

This membership is one payment which covers up to four years Student membership or the length 

of their course, if longer than one year. 
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Student Full Course Web 

This is Students that have applied for Full Course Student membership online. 

 

 

5 Election of Officers for 2011-12 

Nominations were received as follows: 

Chair: Siva Niranjan, proposed by Sarah Jacklin, seconded by Jeremy Withrington  

Secretary: Sarah Jacklin, proposed by Siva Niranjan, seconded by Bob Thurlby   

Treasurer: Peter Klein, proposed by David Clarkson, seconded by Bob Thurlby   

 

6 Election of the Committee for 2011-12 

The following members of the 2011-12 Committee stood for re-election and were elected:  

Malcolm Appleford, Andrew Bull, Bob Thurlby, Geraint Williams, Sarah Davies, Jeremy Withrington, 

David Clarkson, Sarith Chandra and Shuchi Tomar. 

The following members came forward to join the Committee and were nominated: 

Stephan Barnard  

David Hubbard 

Mike Pickup  

Chris Tilley 

 

7 Any Other Business 

A question was raised in regards to the cost of the font the BCS use and whether the font should be 

supplied by HQ or purchased by the branch charged on expenses. The question was to be looked in 

to after the meeting. 

 The Meeting Closed @ 8pm and was followed by a tour of the Paper Mill and demonstration of 

paper making. 

 

 

 

 


