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HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

Dear Branch Member,

Welcome to the new 2004/2005 season

Over the summer months your committee has worked hard to assemble what we
believe is an interesting programme covering a range of "hot topics" which we have
all heard of, but of which we know little, and feel we should know more.

One major change is our new venue. Steria Limited, located in the Hemel Hempstead
industrial area, has offered us the use of their excellently-equipped conference room
for our future meetings. Interestingly we held our meetings from 1987 for several
years at the same location when occupied by Bull, the French computer company.
Steria have also sponsored the production of the accompanying programme card, and
we are very grateful for their generosity.

On the programme card you may notice that the names of two committee members
have disappeared. They are Michael Irish and Michael Culverhouse. We thank them
both for their very significant contribution. I must also thank those members who are
continuing on the committee for their hard work. We also have four new co-opted
committee members who are already proving a valuable asset to the Branch.

I should mention the contribution made by Allan Davidson, who has recently moved
to his native Edinburgh. Allan, our first webmaster, who created www.herts.bcs.org
our website was Membership Secretary and Branches Congress Rep. too, while also
interviewing for the BCS. He was awarded a well-deserved FBCS in the process.
We are sorry that Allan is phasing out of these Branch rdles, and wish him well.

Branch meetings are the lifeblood of the BCS. We are of course, by Royal Charter,
the professional body for IT, but the edifice of an institution is built upon the
foundation of its members. (I should like the BCS to be called not a Society but an
Institution, to be better aligned with the other technical institutions such as the IEE,
but that is a personal preference). As one of the younger institutions, certainly
compared with the 200 plus years of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, we have
a long way to go to build up the standing of our professional body. Where should we
start 7 ... At Branch level, so do come along to at least some of the meetings we have
organised. You are sure to benefit from hearing a talk by an expert, who will always
be pleased to answer your questions either during or after the talk. You will also be
able to do some personal networking over refreshments before the meeting, or after
the end of the presentation.

Your committee members and I look forward to seeing you at our future meetings.
Give itatry. You'll find it very worthwhile.

Yours sincerely,

David Smith September 2004
Hertfordshire Branch Chairman



